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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1-3 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
"the occupant" should be changed to -.-an occupant- (claim 1, line 3). 
Claims 2 and 3 cannot depend from each other. The examiner recommends 

changing claim 2 to depend from claim 1 . 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this^section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Wetzel et al. (5,131 ,681). Wetzel et al. disclose an occupant safety restraint system 
(best seen in figure 1) comprising: 

o First occupant protection system having at least one seat belt (including multi-point 
seat belt system #3) able to be moved about an occupant (best seen in figure 1) 
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o Second occupant protection system comprising a lower leg protection system 

(including.knee protection) including a deployable knee bolster (including #16) able 

to protect a portion of the lower extremities of the occupant 
o First means (for example, including #8) for deactivating the second occupant 

protection system based upon the operational state of the first occupant protection 

system (column 2, lines 26-39) 
o Sensor means (for example. Including #12) for generating a deactivation signal upon 

occurrence of certain conditions (for example, when the seatbelt is latched) 
0 Sensor means Including a first sensor (for example, including #6) able to generate 

the deactivation signal on the latching of a seat belt tongue (including #4) within a 

corresponding buckle (including #5) 
o Deactivation means (Including the actuator #8 moving the knee bolster #16 from its 

deployed position to its retracted position) responsive to the deactivation signal and 

able to deactivate the knee bolster (columns 2-3) 
o Weight sensor (including #22) able to determine the presence of a seated occupant 

4. Claims 1 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Cooper (6,494,284). Cooper discloses an occupant safety restraint system (best seen 
in figure 1) comprising: 

o First occupant protection system having at least one seat belt (not shown, but 
discussed in columns 8-9) able to be moved about an occupant 
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• Second occupant protection system comprising a lower leg protection system 
(including knee bolster module) including a deployable knee bolster (column 3, lines 
37-48) able to protect a portion of the lower extremities of the occupant 

• First means (for example, including #68, 90) for deactivating the second occupant 
protection system based upon the operational state of the first occupant protection 
system (column 8, lines 40-45; column 9, lines 1-11) 

• Weight sensor (for example, including #64, 66) able to determine the presence of a 
seated occupant 

5. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kracht et al. 
(5,374,105). Kracht et al. disclose an occupant safety restraint system (best seen in 
figure 1) comprising: 

• First occupant protection system having at least one seat belt (not shown, but 
mentioned throughout column 5) able to be moved about an occupant 

• Second occupant protection system comprising a lower leg protection system 
(including deployable panel) including a deployable knee bolster (including #18) able 
to protect a portion of the lower extremities of the occupant 

• First means (including #102, 108) for deactivating the second occupant protection 
system based upon the operational state of the first occupant protection system 
(column 5, lines 47-51) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for alf 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wetzel et 
al. (5,131 .681) in view of Thomas et al. (6,520,537). Wetzel et al. do not disclose the 
first means including a lower leg proximity sensor able to generate the deactivation 
signal. 

Thomas et al. teach an occupant safety restraint system (including various 
sensors and safety restraints illustrated in the drawings) comprising: 

o First occupant protection system having at least one seat belt (not shown, but 

discussed in column 4, lines 57-60) able to be moved about an occupant 
o Second occupant protection system (for example, including an air bag system) 
o First means (for example, including controller #166) for deactivating the second 

occupant protection system based upon the operational state of the first 

occupant protection system (column 4, lines 57-60) 
o First means includes a lower leg proximity sensor (for example, including sensor 

array #1 52) able to generate the deactivation signal 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time that the invention 
was made to modify the first means of Wetzel et al. with the lower leg proximate sensor 
of Thomas et al. in order to more optimally deploy, or prevent deployment of, an 
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occupant protection system based on the location of the vehicle occupant with respect 
to the occupant protection system (column 5, line 66-column 6, line 17). 



Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Young, Faigle et al., Fischer, Stopczynski, and Meduvsky et al. each disclose an 
occupant safety restraint system including a deployable knee bolster and a seat belt 
sensor that can control activation of the safety restraint system based on operational 
state of seat belt. 

Becker and Knox each disclose an occupant safety restraint system including a 
deployable knee bolster, a seat belt sensor, and means for deactivating the deployable 
knee bolster based upon the operational state of the seat belt. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura B. Rosenberg whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6674. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00am-3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/674,257 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 3616 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
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